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Design example of double cell culvert

A double cell culvert is a vital infrastructure component used in drainage and transportation
networks to safely convey stormwater, groundwater, or other flow types beneath roads, railways, or
embankments. Its design involves careful planning to ensure structural integrity, hydraulic efficiency,
durability, and cost-effectiveness. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the design
example of a double cell culvert, covering its components, design considerations, calculations, and
construction aspects to facilitate engineers and students in understanding this essential civil
engineering structure.

Understanding Double Cell Culverts
What is a Double Cell Culvert?

A double cell culvert consists of two parallel culvert units constructed side by side, usually sharing a
common base or separate footing, designed to increase capacity and reduce flow velocity. These
culverts are typically made from reinforced concrete, steel, or a combination of materials, and are
used where high flow rates or large cross-sectional areas are required.

Applications of Double Cell Culverts

- Road and highway drainage

- Railway embankment drainage

- Agricultural drainage systems

- Urban flood control

- Water conveyance in industrial settings

Components of a Double Cell Culvert

Understanding the main parts aids in designing a robust structure:

- Inlets and Outlets: Structures that facilitate smooth flow entry and exit, often including
headwalls or wing walls.
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- Cells (Channels): The two parallel conduit units, which can be circular, rectangular, or other
shapes.

- Dividers or Walls: Internal walls separating the two cells, which may be solid or perforated
depending on flow requirements.

- Foundation and Base: The supporting structure that bears the load of the culvert and transfers
it to the ground.

- Reinforcement: Steel reinforcement to withstand bending, tension, and shear stresses.

Design Considerations for Double Cell Culvert

Designing a double cell culvert involves multiple factors to ensure safety, functionality, and longevity.

Hydraulic Design

- Flow Capacity: Calculated based on expected maximum flow rates, flood frequency, and safety
margins.

- Hydraulic Gradient: Ensuring the slope facilitates smooth flow without excessive velocity that
could cause erosion.

- Head Loss: Minimizing energy losses due to friction, contraction, expansion, and bends.

Structural Design

- Load Analysis: Considering live loads (traffic), dead loads (self-weight, earth fill), and
environmental loads (wind, seismic activity).

- Material Selection: Durable concrete mixes, corrosion-resistant reinforcement, or steel as per
environmental conditions.

- Foundation Design: Adequate bearing capacity, settlement considerations, and scour protection.

Environmental and Geotechnical Factors
- Soil type and stability
- Groundwater level

- Flood risk and hydrological data
- Erosion potential

Step-by-Step Designh Example of a Double Cell Culvert

To illustrate the design process, consider a hypothetical scenario where a double cell culvert is
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required beneath a highway to convey a peak flow of 200 m3/sec during a 50-year flood event.
1. Site Data Collection

- Hydrological Data: Peak flow rate (Q) = 200 m3/sec

- Soil Data: Cohesionless sandy soil with moderate permeability

- Topography: Slope of 0.5% downstream

2. Hydraulic Design Calculations

- Determine Cross-Sectional Area (A):
Using Manning?s equation for open channel flow:
\[ Q = \frac{1{n} A RN2/3} SN1/2} \]
Where:
-\( n\) = Manning?s roughness coefficient (~0.013 for concrete)
-\( R\) = Hydraulic radius
-\( S\) = Slope (0.005)
- Select Dimensions for Each Cell:
Assume rectangular cells with width \( b \) and height \( h'\).
For simplicity, choose \( b =3\, m\).

Calculate \( h\\) to achieve the required flow, considering two cells in parallel.

- Flow Distribution:

Total flow is split equally: 100 m3/sec per cell.

- Determine Cell Dimensions:
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Using Manning?s equation:

\[ Q_{cell} = \frac{1{n} \times b \times h \times \frac{h/2}{h} \times \sqrt{h} \times \sqrt{S} \]

Simplify and iterate to find \( h\) for each cell to pass 100 m3/sec.

Supposing calculations yield a height \( h = 2.5\, m\) for each cell with a width \( b=3\, m\), the
cross-sectional area: \( A = b \times h = 7.5\, m"2\).

3. Structural Design Calculations

- Load Considerations:

Calculate dead loads (self-weight of culvert walls and deck), live loads (traffic), and earth pressures.

- Reinforcement Detailing:
Design reinforcement based on bending moments and shear forces, ensuring compliance with
standards like ACI or Eurocode.
- Foundation Design:
Check soil bearing capacity, typically in the range of 100-300 kPa for sandy soils.
Design footing or pile foundation accordingly.

4. Structural and Hydraulic Integration

- Dividers:

Internal walls are designed to withstand flow pressure and prevent water overtopping between cells.

- Inlet and Outlet Structures:

Headwalls, wing walls, and aprons are designed for erosion control and flow transition.
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5. Scour and Erosion Protection
Implement measures like riprap, concrete aprons, or gabions at inlet and outlet to prevent scour.
Construction Aspects of Double Cell Culverts
Material Selection
- Reinforced concrete with corrosion-resistant steel reinforcement
- High-quality aggregates and cement for durability
Formwork and Casting
- Prefabricated forms or on-site casting
- Proper curing to achieve desired strength
Installation and Foundation Preparation
- Excavation to required depth
- Foundation stabilization
- Placement of bedding and scour protection
Quality Control
- Regular inspection of reinforcement placement

- Concrete slump and strength tests
- Alignment and dimensions verification

Design Standards and Codes

Design of double cell culverts must adhere to national and international standards, such as:

- AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications
- Eurocode EN 1992 (Concrete Structures)

- Local geotechnical guidelines

- Hydraulic design manuals



COMPUTING SCOUR AT BRIDGES WEBSITE Study Guide Vol. 2024, Issue 5

Advantages and Limitations of Double Cell Culverts

- Advantages:

- Increased capacity for high flow rates

- Reduced flow velocity, minimizing erosion

- Better load distribution and structural stability

- Flexibility in alignment and capacity adjustments

- Limitations:

- Higher initial construction costs
- Complex design and construction process
- Requires precise engineering to prevent overtopping or failure

Conclusion

Designing a double cell culvert is a complex but essential task in civil engineering, requiring a
thorough understanding of hydraulics, structural mechanics, geotechnical considerations, and
environmental factors. By carefully selecting dimensions, materials, and construction methods,
engineers can develop durable, efficient, and cost-effective culverts capable of handling high flow
rates and mitigating flood risks. Whether for highway drainage, railway embankments, or urban
infrastructure, a well-designed double cell culvert ensures safety, longevity, and environmental
protection.

Note: This example provides a simplified overview of the design process. Actual design projects
should be conducted in accordance with detailed standards, site-specific data, and professional
engineering judgment.

Design Example of Double Cell Culvert: A Comprehensive Overview

Understanding the intricacies of double cell culvert design is essential for civil engineers and
infrastructure planners aiming to develop efficient, durable, and cost-effective water passage
solutions. This detailed review explores the fundamental aspects, design procedures,
considerations, and best practices involved in designing a double cell culvert, providing a thorough
guide for practitioners and students alike.

Introduction to Double Cell Culverts
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Definition and Purpose

A double cell culvert is a type of box culvert consisting of two parallel or interconnected cells
designed to facilitate water flow beneath roads, railways, or other structures. These culverts are
preferred in situations where:

- The waterway has a significant width requiring multiple channels.

- Hydraulic capacity needs to be increased without enlarging a single culvert excessively.
- Structural stability and redundancy are desired.

- Fish passage or environmental considerations necessitate specific configurations.

Advantages
- Enhanced hydraulic capacity.
- Redundancy in case of blockages or failures.

- Flexibility in design to accommodate different flow regimes.
- Better management of sediment and debris.

Fundamental Design Principles
Hydraulic Design

- Ensuring the culvert can carry the Peak Discharge (Qmax) without overtopping.

- Maintaining flow velocities within acceptable limits to prevent erosion or scour.

- Sizing the culvert dimensions based on hydrological data and hydraulic calculations.
Structural Design

- Selecting appropriate materials (concrete, steel, or composite).

- Designing for load-bearing capacity, considering live loads (traffic) and dead loads.

- Incorporating provisions for settlement, thermal expansion, and seismic forces.
Environmental and Ecological Considerations

- Facilitating fish passage and aquatic organism movement.
- Minimizing flow disturbance and sedimentation issues.
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- Designing for long-term environmental sustainability.

Step-by-Step Design Process

Designing a double cell culvert involves multiple steps, integrating hydrological analysis, hydraulic
calculations, structural considerations, and environmental factors.

1. Hydrological Analysis

- Data Collection: Gather rainfall, runoff, and flow data for the catchment area.

- Design Discharge Estimation: Use methods like Rational Method, Rational Equation, or Rational
Formula for small catchments, or Rational Method for larger ones, to estimate peak flow.

- Return Period Selection: Decide on a return period (e.g., 50 or 100 years) to determine design
flow.
2. Hydraulic Design

- Flow Type Determination: Decide whether flow will be open channel or pressurized.

- Culvert Sizing: Use Manning?s Equation or Chezy?s Formula to determine dimensions ensuring
flow capacity.
Example Calculation:
Suppose the estimated peak discharge (Q) is 50 m3/sec.

- Assume flow is likely to be turbulent, with Manning?s n value based on culvert material (e.g.,
0.012 for concrete).

- Use the formula to determine the cross-sectional area (A) and dimensions (width, height).

- For a rectangular culvert, the flow capacity (Q) is given by:
\[

Q = \frac{1}{n} A RA2/3} SM1/2}

\
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where:

- \(A\) = Cross-sectional area.
- \(R\) = Hydraulic radius.
- \(S\) = Slope of the culvert.

- Iteratively select dimensions to meet or exceed the required capacity.
3. Structural Design and Geometric Configuration
- Cell Dimensions: Decide on the size of each cell (width, height, length).
- Wall Thickness: Determine based on structural load analysis.
- Division Wall: Design internal partition walls considering hydraulic and structural needs.
- End Treatments: Design headwalls, wing walls, or aprons to prevent erosion and facilitate flow
entry/exit.
4. Hydraulic Performance and Velocity Checks
- Ensure velocities stay within safe limits:
- Typically less than 3 m/sec to prevent erosion.
- Adjust dimensions as needed based on velocity calculations.
5. Structural Analysis and Material Selection
- Analyze stresses on walls and base.
- Select reinforcement details (for reinforced concrete culverts).
- Design for load combinations, including traffic loads and possible scour.
6. Environmental and Ecological Design Features
- Incorporate features like fish ladders or bypass channels if required.
- Design for sedimentation control.

- Use environmentally friendly materials and construction practices.

7. Final Detailing and Drawing Preparation
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- Prepare detailed drawings covering plan, sections, reinforcement details, and foundation.
- Include construction specifications and material standards.

Design Example: A Hypothetical Double Cell Culvert
To illustrate the process, consider a hypothetical scenario:
Project Parameters:

- Location: Rural highway crossing.

- Catchment area: 10 km>.

- Peak discharge (Q): 60 m3/sec (assuming a 50-year return period).

- Available space: Limited width, requiring a double cell configuration.

- Soil and foundation conditions: Stable, firm ground.

Design Steps:

- Hydrological Analysis:

- Use Rational Method:

\[
Q=_CiA
\
where:

- \(C = 0.6\) (runoff coefficient),
-\(i = 0.02\, \text{m/hr}\),
- \(A = 10\, \text{km}*2 = 1077\, \text{m}"2\).

- Convert rainfall intensity to m/sec:

\[
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i =0.02\, \text{m/hr} = 5.56 \times 10"{-6}\, \text{m/sec}

\

- Compute Q:
\[

Q = 0.6 \times 5.56 \times 107°{-6} \times 10"7 = 33.36\, \text{m}*3/sec

\
- Adjust for safety and peak flow, select Q = 60 m3/sec.
- Hydraulic Design:
- Choose a rectangular cross-section for each cell.
- Assume each cell has a width of 3 m and height of 2 m.
- Calculate flow capacity:
- Cross-sectional area per cell:
\[

A = 3\, \text{m} \times 2\, \text{m} = 6\, \text{m}*2

\

- Hydraulic radius:
\[
R = \frac{AHP}
\

where \(P\) is the wetted perimeter:

Vol. 2024, Issue 5
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\[

P =2 \times (3 + 2) = 10\, \text{m}

\

\[

R = \frac{6}{10} = 0.6\, \text{m}

\

- Assuming a slope \(S = 0.001\), compute velocity:

\[

V = \frac{1}{n} RM2/3} SM1/2}

\

- For \(n=0.012\):

\[

V \approx \frac{1}0.012} \times 0.6"{2/3} \times 0.001"{1/2}

\

\[

V \approx 83.33 \times 0.6"{0.666} \times 0.0316 \approx 83.33 \times 0.713 \times 0.0316 \approx
1.89\, \text{m/sec}

\

- Flow per cell:

\[
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Q _{cell} = A\times V = 6 \times 1.89 \approx 11.34\, \text{m}*3/sec

\

- Total capacity of two cells:

\[

2 \times 11.34 = 22.68\, \text{m}"3/sec

\

- Since this is less than the required 60 m3/sec, increase dimensions accordingly or add more
cells or change shape (e.g., circular or elliptical).

- Final Dimensions:

- Increase height or width to meet capacity, for example:

- Height: 3 m

- Width: 3 m

- Recalculate velocities and capacities to ensure safety margins.

- Structural and Material Design:

- Use reinforced concrete box culvert with walls and base designed for the load.
- Provide proper bedding and foundation.

- Environmental and Additional Features:

- Install headwalls with wing walls.
- Consider fish passages if required.
- Implement sedimentation basins upstream if necessary.
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Structural and Construction Considerations

Material Selection

- Reinforced concrete is most common due to its strength, durability, and ease of construction.
- Steel or composite materials may be used in specialized cases.

Foundation Design

- Ensure foundation stability considering soil bearing capacity.
- Use granular sub-base or reinforced foundation if necessary.

Joint and Waterproofing

- Design joints to accommodate expansion, contraction, and movement.
- Apply waterproofing membranes to prevent seepage.

Construction Sequence

- Excavation and site preparation.

QuestionAnswer What are the key design considerations for a double cell culvert? Key
considerations include hydraulic capacity, structural integrity, load-bearing capacity, flow distribution
between cells, foundation stability, and environmental impact. Proper sizing and alignment to
accommodate expected flow and terrain are also essential. How is the flow split managed in a
double cell culvert design? Flow split is managed through the shape and size of the cells, inlet and
outlet arrangements, and sometimes with flow control structures. Proper design ensures even
distribution of flow, reduces head loss, and minimizes erosion or sedimentation issues. What
materials are commonly used in constructing a double cell culvert? Common materials include
reinforced concrete, prestressed concrete, steel, and sometimes composite materials. Choice
depends on load requirements, durability, cost, and environmental conditions. Can you provide a
typical example of a double cell culvert design layout? A typical layout features two parallel
rectangular or circular cells with shared or separate inlets and outlets, reinforced walls, and a
common bed. Design often includes wing walls, headwalls, and reinforcement to withstand
environmental loads. What are the advantages of using a double cell culvert over a single cell
design? Double cell culverts offer increased hydraulic capacity, redundancy in case of damage,
better flow distribution, and flexibility in handling variable flow conditions. They can also be designed
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to pass larger or more complex flow patterns. How do you determine the appropriate dimensions for
each cell in a double cell culvert? Dimensions are determined based on hydrological analysis,
expected peak flow, flow velocity limits, structural requirements, and site constraints. Hydraulic
modeling helps optimize cell size for efficient flow and safety. What are common challenges faced
during the construction of double cell culverts? Challenges include ensuring accurate alignment,
managing excavation and foundation stability, controlling flow during construction, handling complex
formwork, and ensuring joint integrity between cells. How does the double cell culvert design impact
environmental considerations? Design must minimize disruption to natural water flow and habitat,
prevent sedimentation and erosion, and incorporate measures for fish passage if necessary. Proper
design and construction reduce environmental footprint. Are there specific codes or standards to
follow when designing a double cell culvert? Yes, design must adhere to local and international
standards such as AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications, Eurocode, or relevant national
codes, which provide guidelines for hydraulic, structural, and environmental considerations. Can a
double cell culvert be designed for both low and high flow conditions? Yes, the design can
incorporate features like adjustable flow control, multiple cells with different sizes, or structural
elements that accommodate a range of flow conditions, ensuring functionality during both normal
and peak flows.

Related keywords: double cell culvert design, culvert engineering, concrete culvert layout, drainage
structure example, culvert load analysis, double box culvert, culvert cross-section, drainage
infrastructure design, culvert construction details, hydraulic performance of culverts

design and drawing for sloping glacis weir

Design and drawing for sloping glacis weir is a crucial aspect of hydraulic engineering,
particularly in the construction of efficient and durable spillways for dams, reservoirs, and other
water management structures. Proper design ensures that water flows safely over or through the
structure, minimizing erosion, structural stress, and potential failure. In this article, we delve into the
essential aspects of designing and drawing a sloping glacis weir, covering principles, considerations,
and best practices to achieve optimal performance.

Understanding the Sloping Glacis Weir
Definition and Purpose
A sloping glacis weir is a type of spillway designed with a sloped surface?called the glacis?that

guides water smoothly away from the dam or structure. Unlike vertical or horizontal weirs, the sloped
design facilitates controlled water flow, reduces erosion, and distributes hydraulic forces more
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evenly across the structure.

The primary purpose of a glacis weir is to safely pass excess water during flood conditions, prevent
overtopping of the dam, and protect the integrity of the reservoir and downstream environment.

Components of a Sloping Glacis Weir

A typical sloping glacis weir comprises several key elements:

- Weir Crest: The top edge where water begins to overflow.

- Glacis Surface: The inclined plane leading from the crest downstream, designed to guide water
in a controlled manner.

- Apron: The downstream extension that protects the foundation and prevents erosion.

- Foundation and Abutments: Structural supports anchoring the weir securely.

Design Principles of a Sloping Glacis Weir
Hydraulic Considerations

Designing a sloping glacis weir involves understanding the flow dynamics:

- Flow Regimes: The weir must accommodate supercritical and subcritical flow regimes,
depending on water levels.

- Flow Capacity: Calculated based on expected maximum discharge, flood data, and safety
margins.

- Hydraulic Jump: Proper slope and surface roughness are necessary to control hydraulic jumps
and energy dissipation.

Structural Considerations

Structural integrity is vital:

- Material Selection: Concrete, reinforced concrete, or masonry with suitable strength and
durability.

- Slope Gradient: Typically between 1:3 and 1:6, depending on flow velocities and foundation
stability.

- Foundation Stability: Ensuring the foundation can withstand hydraulic pressures and potential
scour.
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Environmental and Safety Factors
Considerations include:

- Erosion Control: Incorporating energy dissipation features like stilling basins or energy
dissipators.

- Downstream Impact: Designing to minimize erosion or damage downstream.

- Accessibility and Maintenance: Ensuring the structure can be inspected and maintained
safely.

Design Process for a Sloping Glacis Weir
Step 1: Site Investigation and Data Collection
A comprehensive study includes:
- Topographical surveys
- Hydrological data analysis (flow rates, flood frequency)
- Geotechnical investigations for foundation suitability
Step 2: Hydraulic Design Calculations
Essential calculations involve:
- Determining maximum discharge capacity
- Designing the slope and surface roughness for desired flow conditions
- Modeling flow behavior using hydraulic software or empirical formulas
Step 3: Structural Design and Detailing
Structural elements are designed considering:
- Load combinations from water pressure, hydrostatic forces, and seismic considerations
- Reinforcement detailing for concrete components

- Foundation design to resist scour and settlement

Step 4: Drawing Preparation
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Drawings should include:

- Plan view of the weir layout

- Elevation and section views illustrating slope angles, crest level, and downstream apron
- Details of reinforcement, joints, and waterproofing measures

- Foundation and anchoring details

Best Practices in Drawing and Detailing
Scale and Clarity

Use appropriate scales?commonly 1:50 or 1:100?to ensure clarity and detail. Include all relevant
dimensions, slopes, and elevations.

Inclusion of Key Details
Ensure drawings depict:
- Slope gradients and surface finish
- Material specifications
- Hydraulic features like spillway outlets, energy dissipators, and aerators
- Foundation and anchoring systems
Standards and Codes
Follow relevant standards such as:
- IRC (Indian Roads Congress) guidelines

- BS (British Standards) or ASTM standards for concrete and reinforcement
- Local regulatory requirements and environmental norms

Construction Considerations for a Sloping Glacis Weir
Material Quality and Workmanship

Use high-quality materials resistant to water and weathering, with proper curing and workmanship to
prevent cracks and seepage.
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Erosion and Scour Prevention
Implement energy dissipation measures and scour protection at the downstream apron.

Quality Control and Inspection

Regular inspections during construction ensure adherence to design specifications and structural
integrity.

Maintenance and Monitoring

Regular maintenance is essential for longevity:

- Inspect for cracks, erosion, or displacement

- Clean debris and sediment buildup

- Monitor structural movements or settlements

- Upgrade energy dissipation features as needed

Conclusion

Designing and drawing a sloping glacis weir requires a thorough understanding of hydraulic
principles, structural integrity, environmental impact, and construction practices. Proper planning,
detailed drawings, and adherence to standards ensure the weir functions effectively, safely, and
sustainably over its service life. Whether for flood control, water regulation, or environmental
management, a well-designed glacis weir plays a vital role in modern hydraulic infrastructure.

Design and Drawing for Sloping Glacis Weir: A Comprehensive Guide
Introduction

Design and drawing for sloping glacis weir is a specialized field within hydraulic engineering that
demands precision, safety considerations, and an understanding of fluid dynamics. As a critical
component of water management infrastructure, glacis weirs are engineered to control water flow,
prevent erosion, and facilitate sediment transport across rivers, canals, and reservoirs. The
incorporation of a sloping glacis surface introduces unique challenges and opportunities that
influence the structural integrity, operational efficiency, and longevity of the weir. This article
explores the fundamental principles, design considerations, and drawing techniques essential for
creating effective and durable sloping glacis weirs, providing engineers and draftsmen with a
detailed roadmap to successful project realization.
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Understanding the Role of a Glacis Weir in Hydraulic Structures
What is a Glacis Weir?

A glacis weir is a type of overflow structure characterized by a sloped, smooth surface?called the
glacis?that directs water over the crest safely and efficiently. Unlike traditional vertical or
sharp-crested weirs, glacis weirs feature a gradually inclined surface, which reduces the energy of
flowing water, minimizes turbulence, and promotes sediment transport. They are often constructed
in river engineering, spillway design, and flood control systems.

Purpose and Benefits

- Flow Regulation: Maintains a stable downstream water level.

- Sediment Management: Facilitates the passage of sediments, reducing buildup.

- Erosion Control: The sloped surface helps dissipate energy and lessen erosion downstream.

- Structural Efficiency: Fewer structural components compared to vertical weirs, often leading to
cost savings.

Understanding these functions sets the stage for appreciating the importance of meticulous design
and detailed drawings.

Fundamental Principles in Designing a Sloping Glacis Weir
Hydrodynamic Considerations
Designing a glacis weir requires detailed analysis of water flow behavior:

- Flow Regimes: Ensuring the flow remains subcritical or critical at the crest, depending on design
intent.

- Energy Dissipation: Incorporating features such as apron slabs or energy dissipators to prevent
downstream erosion.

- Velocity Profiles: Managing high velocities on the slope to avoid structural damage.
Structural and Material Considerations

- Material Strength: Selecting materials capable of withstanding hydraulic forces, environmental

conditions, and wear.
- Slope Stability: Ensuring that the inclined surface remains stable under various water levels and
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flow velocities.
- Foundation Design: Providing adequate support on potentially erodible or uneven bedrock or
solil.

Environmental and Regulatory Factors

- Ecological Impact: Designing to minimize adverse effects on aquatic habitats.

- Safety Standards: Complying with local codes and safety regulations for hydraulic structures.
Design Process for a Sloping Glacis Weir
Step 1: Site Analysis

- Conduct hydrological studies to understand flow rates, flood levels, and sediment loads.

- Perform geotechnical investigations to assess foundation conditions.

- Map topography and establish elevation benchmarks.
Step 2: Hydraulic Design Calculations

- Determine crest elevation based on flow capacity and safety margins.

- Calculate flow velocities and discharge coefficients for various water levels.

- Design the slope gradient to balance flow efficiency and stability?commonly between 1:3 to 1:6
(vertical:horizontal).
Step 3: Structural Design

- Decide on the type of crest (weir lip, ogee shape, etc.).

- Design the glacis slope, considering factors like surface roughness and erosion resistance.

- Incorporate energy dissipators, such as stilling basins or baffle blocks, downstream of the weir.
Step 4: Material Selection and Detailing

- Choose suitable materials (concrete, reinforced concrete, steel, or stone) based on

environmental exposure.
- Detail reinforcement placements, jointing, and drainage provisions.
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Step 5: Safety and Maintenance Provisions

- Design for debris passage and fish-friendly features if applicable.
- Include access points for inspection and maintenance.

Drawing Techniques and Documentation
Preparation of Detailed Drawings

Creating precise, comprehensive drawings is critical to translating design concepts into construction.
Key elements include:

- Plan View: Showing the layout of the weir, including crest alignment, approach channels, and
downstream features.

- Elevation View: Depicting the vertical profile, including the glacis slope, crest elevation, and
downstream structures.

- Sectional Views: Cross-sections illustrating the internal structure, reinforcement details, and
foundation interface.

- Detail Drawings: Enlarged views of critical components such as crest joints, slope overlays, and
energy dissipators.

Standard Conventions and Symbols

- Use uniform line types (solid, dashed, dotted) to distinguish structural elements, hidden
features, and construction joints.

- Employ standard symbols for reinforcement, drainage, and material types.

- Clearly specify dimensions, tolerances, and material grades.

Scaling and Dimensional Accuracy

- Choose an appropriate scale that balances detail visibility and overall structure size.

- Include all relevant measurements, such as slope gradient, crest width, and foundation depths.

- Provide notes and annotations for construction procedures, material specifications, and safety
considerations.

Use of CAD and Modern Drafting Tools
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- Leverage computer-aided design (CAD) software for precision and ease of modification.
- Incorporate 3D modeling where feasible to visualize flow and structural interactions.
- Maintain organized layers and annotations for clarity and collaboration.

Challenges and Best Practices in Design and Drawing

Common Challenges

- Managing complex flow patterns on the slope, especially during flood events.
- Ensuring stability of the glacis slope against erosion, sliding, or settlement.
- Achieving accurate drawings that reflect real-world conditions and construction tolerances.

Best Practices

- Perform iterative hydraulic and structural analyses to optimize the design.

- Engage multidisciplinary teams?including hydrologists, geotechnical engineers, and
draftsmen?to cover all aspects.

- Validate designs with physical models or computational fluid dynamics (CFD) simulations.

- Regularly update drawings to incorporate design modifications or project insights.

Case Study: A Modern Sloping Glacis Weir Project

To illustrate the principles discussed, consider a recent project in a flood-prone river basin. The
design incorporated a 1:4 slope gradient, reinforced concrete construction, and a downstream
energy dissipator designed to handle flow velocities up to 8 m/sec. The drawings included detailed
reinforcement layouts, erosion protection measures, and access points for maintenance. The project
underscored the importance of integrating hydrological data with structural design, ensuring that the
drawings provided clear instructions for construction teams, ultimately leading to a resilient and
efficient water management structure.

Conclusion

Design and drawing for sloping glacis weir is a nuanced process that combines hydraulic
engineering principles, structural integrity considerations, and precise drafting techniques. Success
hinges on thorough site analysis, rigorous calculations, thoughtful structural design, and meticulous
documentation through detailed drawings. As infrastructure projects grow more complex and
environmental standards tighten, engineers and draftsmen must continue refining their skills,
leveraging modern tools, and adhering to best practices. Properly designed and accurately drawn
glacis weirs not only serve their functional purpose but also contribute to sustainable water resource
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management, environmental preservation, and community safety.

QuestionAnswer What are the key design considerations for a sloping glacis weir? Key
considerations include slope stability, hydraulic efficiency, structural strength, material selection, and
ensuring proper spillway capacity to handle maximum flow events. How does the slope angle of a
glacis weir affect its hydraulic performance? The slope angle influences flow velocity, sediment
transport, and aeration; a steeper slope can increase flow speed but may compromise stability,
whereas a gentler slope promotes smoother flow but may require more space. What materials are
commonly used in the construction of sloping glacis weirs? Materials such as reinforced concrete,
masonry, or earth embankments with appropriate lining are commonly used, chosen based on site
conditions, durability requirements, and cost considerations. How do you determine the optimal
slope for a glacis weir during design? Optimal slope is determined through hydraulic analysis,
stability assessments, and site-specific factors, balancing efficient flow conveyance with structural
stability and material constraints. What are the typical drawing components included in the design of
a sloping glacis weir? Design drawings typically include plan views, section elevations,
cross-sections showing slope details, structural reinforcement layouts, and hydraulic flow profiles.
How is stability analyzed for a sloping glacis weir during the design process? Stability is assessed
using geotechnical analysis, including slope stability calculations, seepage analysis, and
reinforcement design to prevent sliding or overturning failures. What are common challenges faced
in drawing and designing sloping glacis weirs? Challenges include accurately modeling flow
behavior, ensuring structural stability on slopes, accounting for sedimentation, and integrating with
existing infrastructure. How does climate impact the design of a sloping glacis weir? Climate factors
such as heavy rainfall, flooding, and temperature variations influence design considerations like
spillway capacity, erosion control, and material durability. Are there specific standards or guidelines
governing the design of sloping glacis weirs? Yes, design generally follows standards such as the
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Eurocode, or local regulations, which provide criteria
for hydraulic performance, stability, and safety.

Related keywords: design considerations, sloping glacis, weir structure, hydraulic analysis, flow
control, weir drainage, slope stability, structural drawing, hydraulic engineering, spillway design

Read the full article online: Design And Drawing For Sloping Glacis Weir

Box culvert wingwall design example

Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example: An In-Depth Guide

Box culvert wingwall design example serves as an essential reference for civil engineers and
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infrastructure planners involved in the construction of drainage systems, crossings, and waterways.
Wingwalls are key structural components that provide stability, guide flow, and prevent erosion
around culverts. Proper design ensures durability, safety, and cost-effectiveness. This
comprehensive guide will walk you through a detailed example of wingwall design, covering the
fundamental principles, calculations, and best practices.

Understanding the Role of Wingwalls in Box Culvert Systems
What Are Wingwalls?

Wingwalls are inclined or vertical structures attached to the ends of a culvert or bridge opening,
extending along the embankment. They serve several critical functions:

- Reinforcing the culvert opening against lateral earth pressures
- Redirecting flow smoothly into the culvert

- Preventing soil erosion around the culvert entrance and exit

- Supporting the embankment and mitigating settlement issues

Types of Wingwalls
- Straight Wingwalls: Parallel to the culvert axis, simple in design
- Skewed Wingwalls: Designed at an angle to accommodate skewed crossings

- Wingwall Extensions: For larger spans or specific site conditions

Understanding the type of wingwall suitable for your project depends on site geometry, flow
conditions, and load considerations.

Design Principles for Box Culvert Wingwalls

Design Considerations

- Structural stability: Resistance to overturning, sliding, and overturning moments
- Erosion control: Preventing scour around wingwall bases

- Hydraulic efficiency: Smoother flow transition and reduced headloss

- Material selection: Concrete, masonry, or precast units

- Construction feasibility: Ease of installation and maintenance

Key Design Parameters
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- Culvert dimensions: span, height, and thickness

- Soil properties: type, cohesion, angle of internal friction

- Loadings: soil pressure, live loads, hydraulic forces

- Environmental conditions: flow velocities, temperature, exposure

Step-by-Step Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example

In this example, we will design wingwalls for a box culvert with specific parameters.

Project Parameters

- Culvert span: 4 meters

- Culvert height: 3 meters

- Soil type: Silty clay with a cohesion (c) of 20 kPa and internal friction angle (?) of 25°
- Design flow: 50 m3/sec

- Design water level: 2.5 meters

- Location: Moderate slope terrain

Step 1: Establish Structural Loads
Identify the forces acting on the wingwalls:
- Lateral earth pressure: Calculated based on soil properties
- Hydraulic pressure: Due to flow and water level
- Live loads: Traffic or surcharge if applicable
Step 2: Calculate Earth Pressure
Using Coulomb?s earth pressure theory, determine the lateral earth pressure at rest (K?) and
active/passive states.
- \( K_0 =\frac{1 - \sin \phi}{1 + \sin \phi} \)
Substituting:

\( K_0 =\frac{l - \sin 25™\circ{1 + \sin 25"™\circ} \approx \frac{1 - 0.4226H1 + 0.4226} \approx
\frac{0.5774}{1.4226} \approx 0.406 \)
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- Lateral earth pressure (P):

\( P = K_0 \times \text{soil unit weight} \times \text{depth}\)

Assuming a soil unit weight (\( \gamma \)) of 18 kN/m3, and a depth of 3 meters:

\( P = 0.406 \times 18 \times 3 \approx 21.9\, \text{kPa} \)
This pressure acts horizontally on the wingwall surface.
Step 3: Determine Wingwall Geometry
Design considerations for wingwall dimensions:
- Base width: to resist sliding
- Height: sufficient to contain the water and soil pressures
- Inclination angle: typically 45°, but can vary based on flow and stability
For this example:
- Wingwall height: 3.5 meters (to accommodate water and soil)
- Base width: 1.5 meters
Step 4: Calculate Structural Stability
Ensure the wingwall can resist:
- Overturning moments: from lateral earth and hydraulic forces
- Sliding forces: due to active earth pressure and water flow
- Bearing capacity: of the foundation soll
Overturning moment calculation:
\[
M_o = \frac{1}2} \times P \times h \times \text{base width}

\

Vol. 2024, Issue 5
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Assuming \( P = 21.9\, \text{kPa} \), \( h = 3\, \text{m} \), and base width of 1.5 m:

\[

M_o = 0.5 \times 21.9 \times 3 \times 1.5 = 0.5 \times 21.9 \times 4.5 \approx 49.3\, \text{kNm}
\

Resisting moment:

Design the reinforcement and foundation to provide a resisting moment greater than this to ensure
stability.

Step 5: Reinforcement and Material Design

Based on the calculated forces:

- Use reinforced concrete with appropriate reinforcement ratios
- Detailing rebar for tension and compression zones
- Incorporate drainage to avoid water pressure buildup

Step 6: Erosion Control Measures

- Install riprap or gabions at the base
- Use filter fabrics to prevent soil washout
- Design apron slopes for stability

Additional Design Tips and Best Practices

- Skewed Culvert Considerations: Adjust wingwall angles to match culvert skew

- Hydraulic Modeling: Use software for flow simulation to optimize wingwall shape

- Foundation Design: Ensure supporting soil can sustain the loads; consider pile foundations if
necessary

- Construction Sequencing: Build wingwalls after culvert installation for better stability

- Maintenance Access: Include inspection openings and drainage provisions

Conclusion
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Designing effective box culvert wingwalls is critical for the long-term performance of crossing
structures. The example provided illustrates key calculations, considerations, and best practices that
can be adapted to various project conditions. Always ensure your design complies with local
standards, conducts thorough geotechnical investigations, and incorporates safety factors to
account for uncertainties. Properly designed wingwalls will enhance structural stability, hydraulic
efficiency, and environmental resilience, ensuring the success of your infrastructure project.

References and Resources

- AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications

- CPWA (Canadian Public Works Association) Guidelines

- FHWA Hydraulic Design Manual

- Geotechnical Engineering Texts on Earth Pressure Theory
- Structural Reinforcement Design Codes

Note: For specific projects, consult with a licensed structural engineer and geotechnical expert to
tailor the design to site-specific conditions and regulatory requirements.

Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example: A Comprehensive Guide to Structural Integrity and Practical
Application

Box culvert wingwall design example serves as an essential reference point for civil engineers,
urban planners, and infrastructure developers aiming to ensure stability, durability, and safety in
water conveyance structures. Wingwalls play a pivotal role in guiding water flow, preventing erosion,
and supporting the structural integrity of box culverts. This article provides a detailed, technical yet
accessible exploration of designing wingwalls for box culverts, illustrated through a practical
example that walks through the key considerations, calculations, and best practices involved in the
process.

Understanding the Role of Wingwalls in Box Culvert Systems

What is a Box Culvert?

A box culvert is a rectangular or square-shaped reinforced concrete structure used to channel water
beneath roads, railways, or embankments. Known for their strength, durability, and ease of
construction, they are common in urban and rural infrastructure projects. The design of these
structures must accommodate not only the hydraulic flow but also the mechanical forces exerted by

water and soil.

Why Are Wingwalls Essential?
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Wingwalls are structural elements attached to the sides of the culvert opening, extending outward

from the inlet and outlet. Their primary functions include:

- Guiding water flow: Ensuring a smooth transition of water into and out of the culvert.

- Providing lateral support: Stabilizing the embankment and preventing soil erosion.

- Distributing loads: Spreading the forces exerted by soil and water to the main culvert structure.
- Reducing scour and erosion: Protecting the soil around the culvert from being washed away.

Effectively designed wingwalls mitigate potential failures such as overturning, sliding, or excessive

settlement, thereby extending the lifespan of the culvert system.

Step-by-Step Box Culvert Wingwall Design Example

To illustrate the design process, consider a hypothetical project where a box culvert is to be installed
beneath a roadway crossing a small stream. The following sections guide through the critical steps

involved in designing wingwalls suitable for this application.

Project Parameters and Data

| Parameter | Value/Details |

| Culvert shape | Rectangular, 2 m wide x 2.5 m high |

| Length of culvert | 10 meters |

| Design flow | 50 m3/sec |

| Soil type | Silty clay with a friction angle of 25° |

| Slope of embankment | 3% (1.72°) |

| Hydraulic head at inlet | 2.5 meters above culvert invert |

| Live load (traffic loading) | HL-93 design loads (standard truck loads) |

Hydraulic and Structural Considerations

Hydraulic Analysis
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Before designing wingwalls, understanding the hydraulic forces acting on the culvert is crucial. The
primary concern here is the flow capacity and pressure exerted by water on the structure.

- Flow capacity: The culvert must convey the design flow of 50 m3/sec.

- Hydraulic pressure: Calculated based on the flow and head, which influences the lateral loads
on the wingwalls. For example, assuming full flow, the hydrostatic pressure at the upstream face can
be estimated as:

\[

P=\rhogh

\

where:
-\(\rho\) = density of water (~1000 kg/m?)
-\(g\) = acceleration due to gravity (~9.81 m/sec?)
-\( h'\) = head height (~2.5 m)

Resulting in:

\[

P =1000 \times 9.81 \times 2.5 = 24,525\, \text{Pa}
\

This pressure acts horizontally on the culvert face and must be countered by the wingwall's
structural strength.

Structural Loads and Soil Pressure
In addition to water pressure, the wingwalls must resist:
- Soil lateral pressure: Based on Rankine or Coulomb earth pressure theories.

- Overburden pressure: Vertical load from soil above the wingwalls.
- Traffic loads: Live loads transmitted through the roadway onto the wingwalls.
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Designing the Wingwalls: Step-by-Step Process

- Establishing Wingwall Geometry
The wingwalls should extend sufficiently into the embankment to prevent soil erosion and

accommodate lateral earth pressures. Typical dimensions are:

- Thickness: 0.3 to 0.5 meters, depending on load.
- Extension length: Usually 1 to 2 meters into the embankment.
- Inclination: Generally, wingwalls are inclined at approximately 15° to 20° from the vertical to
improve stability and reduce bending moments.
For our example, assume:
- Thickness = 0.4 m
- Extension length = 1.5 m
- Inclination angle = 15°
- Calculating Earth Pressure on Wingwalls
Using Rankine's theory, the active earth pressure (\( P_a\)) at any depth \( z ) is:
\[
P_a =K_a \times \gamma \times z
\
where:
-\( K_a\) = active earth pressure coefficient
- \(\gamma\) = unit weight of soil (~18 kN/m?3)

-\( z\) = depth of soil layer

The coefficient \( K_a\) depends on the soil friction angle \( \phi \):
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\[

K_a =\frac{1 - \sin \phi}{1 + \sin \phi}
\

For \( \phi = 25"\circ \):

\[

K_a =\frac{l - \sin 25™circH{1 + \sin 25™circ} \approx \frac{1l - 0.4226}{1 + 0.4226} \approx
\frac{0.5774}{1.4226} \approx 0.406

\

The maximum lateral earth pressure at the bottom of the wingwall (say, at 2 m depth):
\[

P_a =0.406 \times 18 \times 2 = 14.6 \, \text{kPa}

\

This pressure acts horizontally, distributed over the height and length of the wingwall.

- Structural Design Calculations
a. Bending Moments and Shear Forces

The wingwall acts as a cantilever subjected to lateral earth pressure and water pressure. The
maximum bending moment (\( M_{max} \)) at the base can be approximated by:

\[
M_{max} = \frac{P_{total} \times L"2}{2}
\

where:
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- \( P_{total} \) = total lateral load
-\(L\) = extension length (1.5 m)

Assuming uniform pressure, the total lateral force is:

\[

P_{total} = P_{a} \times \text{height} \times \text{thickness}

\

Calculations:

\[

P_{total} = 14.6 \, \text{kPa} \times 2 \, \text{m} \times 0.4 \, \text{m} = 14.6 \times 2 \times 0.4 = 11.7
\, text{kN}

\

Therefore,

\[

M_{max} = \frac{11.7 \times 1.5"2}{2} = \frac{11.7 \times 2.25}2} = \frac{26.3{2} = 13.15\,
\text{kNm}

\
b. Reinforcement Design
Using standard concrete and reinforcement design charts, determine the required steel area to
resist the bending moment. For example:
- Concrete strength \( f_{ck}\) = 25 MPa
- Reinforcement yield strength \( f_{yk}\) = 415 MPa

Assuming a lever arm of approximately 0.9 times the thickness, the required reinforcement \( A_s\):

\[
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A_s =\frac{M_{max}}{0.87 \times f_{yk} \times z}

\

where \( z\) = lever arm (~0.9 \times 0.4 m = 0.36 m):
\[

A_s =\frac{13.15 \times 1076}{0.87 \times 415 \times 1076 \times 0.36} \approx \frac{13.15 \times
1076}{130.3 \times 1076} \approx 0.101 \, \text{m}"2

\

which suggests reinforcing with approximately 1010 cm? of steel, distributed in layers within the
wingwall.

- Detailing Reinforcement and Construction

Designs must specify:

- Reinforcement bars: size, spacing, and placement.

- Concrete cover: minimum 40 mm to ensure durability.

- Anchorage and ties: to prevent cracking and spalling.

- Drainage provisions: to prevent water accumulation behind wingwalls.

- Backfill and compaction: to ensure soil stability and minimize settlement.

Stability Checks and Final Design Considerations

Overturning and Sliding Checks

- Overturning moment: Must be less than the resisting moment from the weight of the wingwall
and soll.
- Sliding resistance: The

QuestionAnswer What are the key considerations in designing wingwalls for box culvert
structures? Key considerations include soil-structure interaction, hydraulic forces, stability against
sliding and overturning, proper drainage, and ensuring the wingwalls adequately retain soil while
accommodating flow velocities and load conditions. How do you determine the appropriate wingwall
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height for a box culvert? The wingwall height is typically determined based on flow requirements,
soil cover, safety factors, and local design standards. Engineers analyze hydraulic capacity,
geotechnical stability, and the required freeboard to ensure proper function and safety. What
materials are commonly used for constructing box culvert wingwalls? Common materials include
reinforced concrete, prestressed concrete, masonry, or gabion systems. The choice depends on site
conditions, load requirements, cost, and durability considerations. Can you provide an example
calculation for wingwall reinforcement in a box culvert? A typical example involves calculating the
lateral earth pressure, then designing reinforcement (such as concrete reinforcement or soil nails) to
resist these forces, ensuring stability against sliding and overturning. Specific calculations depend
on soil properties, culvert dimensions, and loading conditions. What are common challenges faced
in wingwall design for box culverts? Challenges include ensuring stability under high earth and
hydraulic pressures, preventing scour at the wingwall toe, accommodating settlement or movement,
and integrating with existing infrastructure or natural terrain. How does hydraulic flow affect wingwall
design in box culverts? Hydraulic flow influences the design by generating water forces on the
wingwalls, potential scour effects, and water velocities. Proper design ensures wingwalls are
resistant to hydraulic pressures and prevent scour or erosion at the foundation. Where can | find
detailed design examples and standards for box culvert wingwalls? Detailed design examples can
be found in civil engineering textbooks, design manuals such as AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design
Specifications, and regional standards published by transportation or public works departments.
Consulting professional engineering resources and software also aids in comprehensive design.

Related keywords: box culvert, wingwall design, culvert engineering, stormwater management,

hydraulic analysis, structural reinforcement, drainage infrastructure, concrete wingwall, culvert
safety, erosion control

Read the full article online: box culvert wingwall design example
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